71A Diesel Preservation Group- PRESS RELEASE

General overall agreed for class 33 at Eastleigh Loco Works.

The 71A group is pleased to announce that 33012 will receive a 10 year general overhaul at the site of Eastleigh Loco Works.

Bruce Knights, current owner of the lease, have offered the erection shop, with full works cranes and facilities to 71A group members for this overhaul.

This is felt to be most appropriate as Eastleigh Works was the home of the class 33 overhauls and repairs for the whole of their working life with BR.

This project will commence in January 2009, which in it’s self is significant being the centenary year, since the original LSWR works move from Nine Elms in 1909.

Major components will be either replaced or completely overhauled, and the excellent lifting facilities will enable access to bodywork that is otherwise extremely difficult to deal with.   Provision for TPWS and OTMR equipment will be made, but no final decision to register for mainline running has been made at this stage.
The budget is tight and 71A would like to appeal for additional funds to group members and, indeed the wider ‘crompton loving’ public.

The labour for this project will depend entirely on volunteers; however, experienced railway engineers will be leading the work. We have also had offers of other local expertise from within the railway industry.

We remain fully committed to the Swanage Railway, and will resume our provision of diesel power for that line following the overhaul. Suitable arrangements are being made to maintain diesel cover at Swanage during our absence.
Brian Denton

71A Group Chairman

